Why 3 Ha's (v/h/1), 2 Sa’s (a/w), 2 A’s (h/0) and 2 Tse’s (2/6)?
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Why Ethiopic has 3 Ha’s (U/dh/"1), 2 Sa’s (1/w), 2 A’s (A/0) and 2 T'se’s (&/8)?

This is one of the most frequent questions we receive. It will be addressed briefly
below.

Although, they are not properly used today, and some renowned Ethiopians
(including the late Ato Haddis Alemayehu — Author of “Figir iske megabir”) went as far
as suggesting to abolish the two Ha's, the one Sa, the one A, and the one Tsa, most
Ethiopian language experts and authorities (like Aleka/Prof./ Kidane Wold Kifle,
Aleka Desta Teklewold, Blata Mersachazen Woldekirkos, Prof. Amsalu Aklilu, etc.)
strongly disagree with the notion that these alphabets are “repeats” and they should
be abolished. The latter contend that not only in shape, there are also differences in
sound (and meaning to the word that particular syllabic alphabet is used) between the
three Ha's, the two Sa's, the two A's and the two Tse's. You will find examples to the
bottom of the page.

Because of that, we use different variants from each group for different words
depending on the syllablic sound the word has. The details might be long. But to
make the story short, some of the variants arise from the fact that Amharic inherited
lots of words from Geez that are voiced completely different from how we voice
them today. % in %87 (Eye) is a very good example - it is a throat sound than your
glotis. It is still used in throat sound in Tigrigna.

The other reason is that Amharic and most other languages that use the same
alphabet stress (for emphasis) in syllabic alphabets depending on the word meaning
and as a result the alphabet variant that is being used becomes different. Very good
examples are P in &0 (‘Hail’ — power/energy)? 2&A-0PAt (‘Haile-Melekot- Power
of the Divine)? 2m.at (‘Hatyat” — Sin)? 194+ (‘Hafret” — Shame/Shyness) and ® in
71 (Nigus’ — King), W&t (Serawit’ — Army)f /¢ (Sira” — Work) etc.). If you
really give a close attention to these words, you will absolutely understand why the
language (s) give emphasis to these words, and as a result the other variant (which is
1 and ) is used instead of U(ch) and Q.

Sometimes, if you use the wrong alphabet for that particular word, not only the word
sound changes, but also the meaning of the word might completely change. Here is a
good example. wW4P (meaning to emanate, as in the dawn of light) can totally change
its meaning if it becomes &% (meaning ‘he steals’). Instead of #1°C%t (Discipline),



if you write 012°Co% T, the meaning of the word totally changes as (17 (meaning, Tooth),
#°Ct (literally means, Order). There is no such word in Ambharic to say the ‘order of
tooth’. Likewise °0-C (‘Mihur’):- educated, expert; °dwCi- one who has been
forgiven; @PAdt (‘Mesasat’):- to err, make mistake; @P**1t:- to get thinner or handle
something with extra caution; @At (‘Me’at’):- many/multitude; @°%t:- catastrophe;
AA (‘Saala’):- he coughs; “IA - he draws. The list continues.

Today you may not find many people writing following the rules, and may be not
many readers recognize the differences. A very good reference we recommend to look
into the correct usage of syllabic alphabets in words is the Amharic Bible published in
1962 during the reign of Emporor Haile Selassie. https://bible.org/foreign/amharic/

The important message is that, there is good reason that all the alphabets are
maintained and it is good to teach and learn all the 34 alphabet families. But you may
not need to bother much to learn the different sounds now until you progress in your
lessons and you come to the point where you feel it is time to focus on these details.

However, it may be a good idea to give close attention which words take which
particular alphabet in writing and sometimes to practice for yourself. This way the
number of words you write correctly will grow by the day and you will be an expert in
no time.

Following are the sound variations and some of the word examples for each of the
variant syllabic alphabet from each group.

U (V@ U) — Sounds like HA

A - V0T 1PRE UF

h (cha?4- ch) — Sounds like HHA (&m-.P4)

o0, - hCE haPCE hvbtE hPCE

1 (P& 1) — Sounds like XA

AN - PRAT @7 PRAPANTE DMLkt 1RSI0
O (A0t () — Sounds like SA

a0 - W%9F Q1R WD 1T AT

w (7rw- ) — Sounds like SZA (&THLPA)

PN - TEAT P20E PPCOTE PPATNTE 2D

A - Sounds like A. It’s Glottal (2150 £:9°8)

PPA0 - A&7 APCE ATCE A701A

% (%8 %) — Sounds like A. But it’s Pharyngeal (P7CC £9°6)
o0 - 4R AU GATY

& - Sounds like TSA

AN, - ATCE AdetE AT RGP


https://bible.org/foreign/amharic/

6 - Sounds like TZA (&m-1.P4)
oA, - BchRF 670 (010T)F 80P T
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“Phy,” 20T A7 LHLAIN? AMPPTITD-N?

DA 014G &PC HASF hTd (APE 9.9°)

OTL207, NTLLCHT TEEPT A% “Phill” VLT (UF hi 1/ OF w/ AT 0/ &F 6) A9°7
LOLAIN? AMPPUPFON? PULA 10 A% A4 (LWPTP 0ATr4 ATLTLFAD- avh\n
ASPCONT:

o0 ATHT He (A0 TP AL AP 0LUP9PT h(HC AF hO G007 RIPC
R191& FPE WACXLO-CT “Phly 484k ATSTFO- NF $CTO Mbet aP@18 hAVFO-
ANNTINT PRLM (LIPTP° PTE +avs-a0P TG (4% TAP APt PATFD- A POTT (WA
NAI0AL heA: A0S LA ThAOAL: (1A) avCN%IHT OALECSNT TCLNC AIPAN
AhA OHT) £99° 2UT ATNPD- 1P SO Ahi-d TLPA=

A et APOTE ATLTLNT P4LAF ARTE (19P0A (‘?’CX‘) NF A2Ur7 NL9°69
LIULTFATF®T  PAT FCTHI® (9PPPCI° AAPT FmA(1P@- ao$+G A FD-AL avtHAAS
LTCOATPA::

OHY PRt AI8aPTA P (COPN) £9°0 ARTE hALT8T% “Phh LA 1071907
ATMPTINT TNt 10 HCHE: 489°G AALFOTE oL@+ 10 (A AT CUA
PAIHY &LAT PAMPPI® ALY A4S PRI ATICET TC5S AT TIP £12PTF NH-
PAT N0H P00 PG LIPFFD-I° HE NATICT h9°ImdP0F (FOAT L4858 ARTT
PINL@D+ P 1@ (1 ‘GLTY OOT PAD- ‘Y AHY T4 I°AN 10+ - Hé A2LAAPLD- PHGD
LIo% ALIPT PTHCC LI°% 10 (1H9165 LR HLIP LUT AP AP PI° AAD-::

AAD- PNTOT ATICES AACTIP &LAT PULINIe ATIR RIEPTF AATSLE APt P AT
AZTPT APAMT PULININQTFD- LA AR PPGTF®- 10 T nthT Té PPAAPT
LUPGHi- DRAT PA-0PADTT AT RSt MTLAT PAT OQAT PTLTTO “YE TR
WePt: 20 (90T PAT OOT POLTTO- Wi hP39%387 PATF (PCOT htavAn s Fo-
LILPE AWILY PAT AI°T A0 T aPQmvt AT80EATOG N U/ WG ‘0 BAP “T hG W
&LAT NTPPI° AL PPA(VE TN 20T IS LUPGA::

A48 1K FhhAT CAPIO7 42N (aPmPI° PAT avf FCHIPFD-T hANaPPPC 91 N
@Pr MAD T8 10 PTLNHT TS PPAN BPGR- Wi (O TNt 1@ - wlP-NCYT -
NCY7 OMjar@-epp WIRTINT)= U7 ATINT 40T7 ‘0P AT NG NP0t A2



“PPi” LLA PNYOT FCTrare ‘PU1e0M<T ®ALE AO PT TIAT LIPSA: ATLHU- Y-
ACot MMI0E 473 01-2C%T (LA& ‘O “I0T (n96H) TCO TI0T QAP FCTaP: SHOA
At 1@ ALY AL ‘T PILAD- PA aP1TI° 10H aPPET Al TINE CALA DN

JoU-C:- OHILE APE
PochCi- POl (&PCT) PTTE

avdd-k:- Fhhd PAavP
aovuphi_ @MY o ao P MR9° (1177 PE av P

avjrti- J 89 A2
avCpt:- M

AN HCCD- Ayl AU! AAE
Si0 - 22007 (FPANT) Wi HCHE LHIP PO ha-

ALTNCOEET FIPUCT APT8 TS &LA PHAM@: PRPET (19D 188 L19° AAD- P4.LAEY
A28 MNE PPt ANLALTTE 991,214 DIFT TLPPCNT TenT14 avhe-ns P 1m-::

AUT AUT PATICE 7% FPUCT Napghars PR 4.2ATF AnPPI® APHLAS LUT h9l
MNPO L99.%% LNCYT ARTETY CTLMMHM ATOLELT? AL10: aPPHPh: PP (PATIE
DEAAYL Havy (19549.9° P2tav@< avghG P40 APAT ARR&E T¢ 1avansf U
ALV AA“LTA NPrPe TAPP w7 DT (AYHCEt AL ATITTH e9.ntAD<7
©£,68) '~ https://bible.org/foreign/amharic/

AAHLY QY Coh ATINTAANG PIPHATID MPTL aohhhrE - d° &LAT P8R0 N P20 T
QAT U-79° &LATF aP9ICS TINtaIC . oY 10 LUt WYE. AST PAOTY LLF
Q9o+ @-OT N9INI0F LUT FPUCT ALS AANTLTFANT 0890 S0 TI80T LFAA::

ONAFG WANTINT V7 PATICT £7% HIPUCT DB LH BIPC LARTI® PAIAGE A°CoET
Tt Arto- (Lot 08P ANCTHD- 0984 F 0« PAT RPC WELT N9P%e NASKC LH,
PARAG: NATD-P ATPPT O T AN

PoLNTA@ HCHC 0 7Phil” &8AT aPhhd PAD<7 02:9°8 AT hPAT PPANLPT IC LALA:-

U (VAZ@- V) — Sounds like HA

o0, - UNHE PRE VP

ch (cha?4- h) — Sounds like HHA (&m-1.94)

PN, - hC? haPCE hPitt hPCP

1 (PR 1) — Sounds like XA

PPAN - 2ROT @57 DRAPANTE Skt 1RLT 0T
O (A% ) — Sounds like SA

AN, - A% Q15 WO TF WA


https://bible.org/foreign/amharic/

w (7Fw< ) — Sounds like SZA (&TNPA)

PO, - THAT 267 PPCOTE PATNTE 2D

A - Sounds like A. It’s Glottal (9150 £9°8)

IPAN, - A& APCE ATCE A70A

% (%" %) — Sounds like A. But it’s Pharyngeal (P7CC £9°6)
IPAN, - G077 GV GATY]

2 - Sounds like TSA

o0, - A1CE Ahett A Fiage

0 - Sounds like TZA (&m.Pd)

oA, - BchRF 670 (010T)F 80P T
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ANP AT DAL h&A: “aPHIN L2N"T “THAT

8/ 140 %1 “Drk PPh PUPT'E A9°0 K& TC TIEFD

TNFON": Gav ik LitmP
74 TLhAAT “O0 ATICT 484 aPAAN HLLT TGPT aPHCHCE €75



